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In so fax as minor IllnessesO such as COMS and minor intestinal disturbances~
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are ocmcerned~ the general health at Los
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Alamos seems to have Imprbved.
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This problem rexains essentiallythe same as kmfore, with the working
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‘areas in each of the laboratories deemed safe with regard ~ radiation intens-

E===~l. One rather serious ease of accidenta~ over+mposure occurred on<-
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N~ April 59 l%ho In this cases one of the new staff memhers,of ;he British~~~+

$~s. k legation9 unaware of the intsnsity of radiation around th’ecyclotron9 spent
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evening he

sicknesso

indicating

my within

pocket ionization ohmber was completely discharged; however~ on the sam3
.

experienced sy@xIuIs which were probably the result of radiation

His blood count taken several days later did not show a falls

either an insufficient exposure to affect the bone marrow or recov-

this time.

low$ in most cases not

erance daily dose~

The average daily exposure of other personnel remains
●

exceeding one-third to one-fourth of the accepted tol-=

20 h9and po -———

This problem is well described in the March report of Mr. Popham Since
.

then$ it has become evident that our efforts to protect persomel working with

strong solutions of Po and h9 are inadequate. Desk hoods with strong drafts

are now being built for work of this type. The people exposed to +e largestw

mounts of Po and &9 are being investigated for exoretion of theso materials

.
in the urine.

30 Uranium

The danger to personnel &Josed to this material remain slight. No

oases of over-exposure as indicated by urinalysis have been observe&

4. Explosives

#

NO cases of toxicity have been obsaved. Conditions at Anchor Ranoh

remain unsatisfactory peLM.ng installation of a satisfactory exhaust fan. TMs
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em in the hands of Captain Davaloso office fop several months.——
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5:l!ercury
Nocasesof toxicityhave been observed~ There is a largeamunt of

mercurysptlledin Lipkinqslaboratorywhich couldpossiblyendangerthe

personnel. A GeneralElectricn?ercu~vapordetectorof the nlampshadelt

type should be receivedwithina

Attachedto this reportie

few

the

days. This TJas

meclioalprogram

orderedon Anuary 229 1944Q

for investigationof

personnel

Inelltionod

is now in

for evidenceof toxicityresultingfrom exposuretu the toxicagents

in this report. This has been seen by ColonelStafford’Yarrenand

his handsawaitingwrittenapprov&

GENERALSAFETY——

In its meetingof March259 19J4hsthe

conclusionthat it was unableto handleail

from thevastlyexpandedtechnical.programC

in theirresignationto the directorwtth a

safetyprogram.

SafetyCommitteereachedthe

of the safetyproblemsresulting

The membersof the committeesent

recommendationfor a moreworkable

The planadvocatedby the SafetyCommitteeconsistedof a safetycouncils

composedof threeor four individuals, with threesub-committeesconcernedwith

(1) technical problems,(2) ordnanceproblems,and (3) generalsafetyproblems.

At the time thisreportwas uritten~the programhad beenapprovedby

Mr. 0ppenheimW8.butno definiteactionhad Men taken,,

Sixteenemergencycartswill be distributedthroughoutthe technical

area the earlypart of the week beginningApril17.
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~oreignbodiestiqes .......~......*..”*.6

‘Rxmdefrommetilfra~mts~~.. ~..o......02

Lacerationsof fin@rs~.....~~~.-.....~.~.6

cut am.o. .e . . . . . . . . . . ..e..e...o . . . . . . ...01

Acid burn..~~.~..~........................1
.

lacerationof noseO.O....eG=~o..O..@....O.l

InstepinJuredbYfdlingobject~.~. ......1

Lacerationof skin, leftthigh...........~l
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34EDICALPROCEDURESFOR PERSONNELEXPOSED

10 Radiation

TO VARIOUSTOXIC AGENTS

Completephysicalexaminationincludingx-raysof chest oncea yew~ .

Completebloodcuunteverysix weeksfor peopleconsistentlyexposed
to amountsof radiationbelowacceptedsafedailydose;complete
bloodcounteverythreemonth$for personnelexposedto incidental
radiatlono

Repeatbloodcountfor peoplewhosedailyaverageexposureexceeds
the acceptedvalue.

Carefulcheckingof blood counts and of exposureof individuals
whosewhite blood countis in the vicinityof 49W0 ~Wuent
bl od counts(weeklyor hi-weekly)for individualswhose count
&!%& below4~000with instructionsto avoidall exposureto radti-
tionuntilthis is deemedsafe by the healthgroup.

Urinalysesevery six months.

20 Uranium

a. Physicalexamination~i.ncludi.ngx-ray of chestseverySIX months.

be Weeklyurinalysis.

c. Completebloodcount

3. Plutoniumand Polonium—— —

everythreemonths.

a. Complete

b, X-rayof

c. Complete

physicalexaminationeverysix months.

chestevery six months.

bloodcounteverysix weeks.

d. Urinalysisweekl.y$includingexaminationof urinefor alphaactivity
of thoseexposedto greatestarmuntsof material.

e. Dailyexaminationof nasalswabsfor alpha radioactivityof personnel
workingwith the &g material.
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& BerylliumOxide——

Complete#qmical exaxdnation$includingx-ray of chestevery
six montllee

~

Completephysicalexamination evqry six months.

Limitedphysiaalexaminationfor dexmti%is$ jaundicesetc., eve~
twoweeks. t

Completebloodcounteverysix w@&.
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